What we do for an injured person or party.

If you are injured by the negligence of others, you have a right to make the negligent or guilty party compensate you for their negligence.  When you come into our office we want to make sure that your situation is fully reviewed.  If the injury is a car accident, we get a copy of the accident report.  The report filled out by the police officer at the scene of an accident can be helpful.  Unfortunately the reports are not always completely accurate.  However, even an inaccurate statement on the report is important to know about.

One of the first things we do is collect a complete personal history concerning the injury you received and the treatment you have received prior to coming to our office.  Sometimes in a car accident situation, you were taken to the hospital by an ambulance.  The cost of an ambulance now a days can run into hundreds of dollars.  You are entitled to compensation for this ambulance bill.  We also want to know which doctors you saw at the hospital and also which doctors you’ve seen for follow-up care.  If you are still suffering from your injuries when we meet we want to make sure that you are still receiving adequate treatment.  All these things are important and a good law firm will monitor your case and recovery.

At our office we do not tell people to go to the doctor is they are not injured.  However, if you are injured and are in pain, it is important that the extent of your injury is recorded and validated.  The best way to insure that your injury is recorded is to have medical records from a doctor.  


There may be insurance involved that can make immediate payment for some of your treatment.  This insurance is in the form of medical payments by your insurance company and by the insurance company that is insuring the person that hit you or caused your injury.  


All this information is looked into and analyzed during the initial part of our representation.  


As you receive treatment for your injuries you will also be accruing medical bills and expenses.  It is important to keep track of all of the medical treatment you receive and also the medical bills that are accumulating from the treatment.  At our office one of the most important aspects of your representation and ultimate compensation is collecting the medical records and medical bills.  


Your car may have been damaged or destroyed in the accident.  A negligent party that caused the accident is responsible for restoring your car.  Their insurance company will normally settle on the physical property aspects of the accident more quickly than compensating you for your physical injuries.  

The insurance company for the person who caused the accident will want to pay you as little as possible on both the physical damage to your car and your personal injury.  This is why it is important to have an attorney when you have received injuries and your car is seriously damaged.  Once the insurance company of the negligent is aware that you have an attorney they become more realistic in resolving your claims.  


Once the initial information is obtained and our office begins to collect your medical records and your medical bills, we want to make sure that you receive all the treatment that is necessary for a full recovery or a recovery that is the best that is available.  Receiving medical treatment can include physical therapy or additional surgery.  Some people go to a chiropractor  during this time.  (The advantages and disadvantages of a chiropractor are discussed in a separate information packet.)  Whatever treatment you are receiving you want to make sure that it is appropriate and you let us know about it so that we can make sure that you get credit for the treatment.  This process may take several months, sometimes longer.  If you are still receiving treatment close to a year after the accident, we will need to consider filing a lawsuit primary, at this point, for the purposes of making sure that your claim does not expire.  You only have one year from the date of the accident in Tennessee to either settle the case or file a lawsuit.  Sometimes a year will go by before the case is in the position to be settled.  We will discuss filing a lawsuit and settling a case in separate information packets.
The above explanation of personal injury is the opinion  A. Philip Lomonaco an attorney that has practiced this type of law for over a quarter of a century.  It is not meant to be legal advice and before any activity is commenced on this information, you should consult an attorney about your specific type of injuries.
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