Settling a Case

The majority of personal injury cases are settled without a lawsuit being filed.  The settlement normally takes place within the year immediately following the accident.  If your case is not settled within a year a lawsuit needs to be filed to preserve your rights because the statute of limitations in Tennessee is one year.  Negotiation with the insurance company adjuster is the normal process to settle a case prior to filing a lawsuit.  Sometimes, in very serious cases, the insurance company will employ the use of an attorney prior to a lawsuit being filed but that is not the normal situation.  It is important that the total extent of your injuries are known prior to settling the case.  Once the case is settled the insurance company is off the hook for further payments.  During the settlement process the insurance company will require the injured party to sign a release of all claims insuring that whatever is paid is the final payment.  That is why it is necessary to reach full recover prior to settlement.  You must know the extent of your injuries and the extent of the medical bills before you reach an agreement for settlement.  The best way to know whether your case is ready to be settled is for your attorney to analyze all of the medical records and medical opinions and consult with your doctors about your recovery.  Sometimes your recovery is not complete and it may be necessary to get an opinion from a doctor that you are going to have an impairment which may be permanent.  All these matters should be known and taken into consideration prior to entering into settlement negotiations with the insurance adjustor.
The above explanation of personal injury is the opinion  A. Philip Lomonaco an attorney that has practiced this type of law for over a quarter of a century.  It is not meant to be legal advice and before any activity is commenced on this information, you should consult an attorney about your specific type of injuries.
